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1. (C) Ref A points were previously reviewed with MFA Arab 
Affairs Department Chief Ambassador Ahmed al-Harthi (ref B). 
Follow-up conversations with MFA officials and the 
overwhelming tenor of local media editorials have reconfirmed 
the Omani government's position that Hamas is the elected 
Palestinian government and, as such, Oman would receive any 
delegation that might wish to pay a visit. The Deputy Chief 
of the MFA Undersecretary's office confirmed on March 15, 
however, that no Hamas visits were on the horizon. He 
underscored, however, that Oman would send a clear signal to 
any Hamas representatives that they must adhere to 
pre-existing obligations and international agreements and a 
peaceful dialogue with Israel. 


2. (C) Comment: MFA interlocutors privately note that Oman 
has never had a warm relationship with Hamas. Moreover, Oman 
is not a major financial donor to the Palestinian Authority, 
making it likely Hamas will at least initially focus its PR 
efforts elsewhere. 
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